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African perspectives: Keeping Rights in sexual and reproductive
health and rights (SRHR)
An interview with representatives from Africa – Zane Dangor (Special Advisor
to the Minister Ministry of Social Development) and Samuel Kissi (Youth
Development Consultant, AfriYAN/Curious Minds Ghana)
The disconnect between the capitals and New York, South Africa’s leadership on issues of SRHR
and ensuring rights are protected are just a few of the issues which resonated with delegates at the
12th International Dialogue on Population and Sustainable Development. In the following interview,
Zane Dangor, Special Adviser to the South African Minister of Social Development is joined by Samuel
Kissi, a youth advocate and development consultant based in Accra, Ghana. The pair shared their
thoughts on the key issues and best solutions as they apply to African nations. While they are both
Saroja Coelho: In her speech, Lola Dare touched on the disconnect between capitals and
New York. This was also part of the Open Space session, which you both participated in.
What are your thoughts on the breakdown in communication?
Samuel Kissi: There is growing recognition that capitals and their missions based in New York or
Geneva or regional headquarters based in Addis Ababa, do not always seem to sing from the same
come far.

Zane Dangor: If you look at the African continent, we’ve got very good
been an advance of anything that has been in the UN system for a very
has elements that ensure that women and adolescents access their
rights. Similarly, they negotiated the Addis Declaration, which dealt with
post-2015 development issues and SRHR. It was signed by Heads of
documents. This disconnect is about people not being accountable to
national positions, even regional positions. This is not acceptable
because what it does is rob African women of their rights to services.

What kinds of solutions have you been discussing during this conference?
Kissi: We need to work on increasing capacity: helping people to
understand what their country position actually is. There was some
debate about what a country position actually is but from my
perspective, if you have laws and policies at the country level, these are
obviously a guide. If you are implementing programs from a national
often there are people taking part in negotiations who are not aware of
what is happening at the country level. People who represent the
government are able to say whatever they want and get away with it
because there is really no accountability mechanism in place. They
make interventions based on their own personal convictions, sometimes
based on misinformation.
Mr. Dangor, let’s speak a little about South Africa’s special position. South Africa is quite
vocal on SRHR. How can South Africa reach out to other African nations?
Dangor:

service delivery, but the ideas are there.
Our position is special because of where we come from. It’s a very powerful inspiration in terms of
how we see ourselves moving forward.
What we are doing with the rest of the continent is engaging in dialogue about why it’s good to have
of individuals that are being oppressed. So a young woman who does not get access to rights, what
is the impact on her life? When it comes to a transgendered individual who does not get the kind
of documentation she requires for getting jobs. There is a clear disconnect between the way she is
being treated in law and the way she looks and feels and thinks.
These are very practical things we are talking about. The impact on ordinary people. That’s what we
want to discuss with people on the continent.
How can cross-regional alliances on issues of SRHR be built and strengthened?
Kissi: We need to begin in the areas where we agree. There’s a lot of common ground here. From
this, we can build a dialogue on the issues where we seem not to agree.
need to look at having certain spaces where we are not necessarily pushing towards an agreed
outcome but looking at just understanding each other.
During day two of this conference, the delegates discussed ways to ensure that SRHR
seems to be a real sticking point. There are those who can get onboard with sexual and
reproductive health, but there is some apprehension about rights. What is your experience
with this?

Dangor: The issue of rights is seen as controversial to some people because they don’t understand
guarantee services to any individual in any country unless that service is backed-up by the person
having the right to those services.
Part of the work here is dialoguing with people. Discussing what the rights would be. What they
human rights instruments? Whether it’s social rights, political rights, cultural rights, economic rights.
Kissi: There has been a lot of paranoia in many of our countries around the issue of rights. We need
Can you give me an example?
Kissi:
to health, the right to education, the right to be free from discrimination, the right to protection from
that, I think we’ll get a lot more people on board.
African countries have the highest maternal mortality rates for young women in the world.
At the same time, there is an enormous amount of resistance in this region to SRHR being
included in the post-2015 development framework. Why is that?
Dangor: A lot of the mortalities and morbidities are linked to unsafe abortion. Safe abortion under
the right conditions saves lives. Unsafe abortion actually results in massive bleeding, all sorts of
illness, and very often death. The other kind of complications linked to maternal mortality is the link of
HIV and AIDS. When you talk about SRHR, you must talk about HIV and contraception. That’s why
transmitted diseases.
poor access to resources. That’s the big bug bear of African countries. We are denied the ability to
mobilize our own resources because we are not in control of the resources that we have internally. It’s
of maternal mortality. So when we tackle them, we have to tackle them in their entirety. We’re actually
asking for changing the rules so that we can take control of our oil resources, our coal resources, our
As you continue your work to ensure that SRHR is included in the development framework,
what are your main priorities over the next few months?
Dangor:
lots of negotiations to get at least acceptable language on reproductive rights. Now, we need to
One of the indicators needs to talk about reducing maternal mortality and morbidity linked to unsafe
abortion.
Kissi: I agree that the 17 goals provide a very solid basis. In my ideal world, there would be an

have succeeded in prioritizing youth in the new framework.

