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A public panel discussion

The evening program saw delegates and interested members of the public gather at Germany’s 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) in Berlin for a talk on 
comprehensive sexuality education (CSE). In a panel discussion titled ‘CSE – What is the Problem?’ 
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failing to educate youth about their bodies.
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Teachers.

Family planning eases the path to education and employment
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million women and adolescent girls who want to prevent pregnancy don’t have access to modern 
contraception.

Comprehensive Sexuality Education: what is the problem?
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youth populations in developing nations need to be provided with opportunities for education and 
LTWSV`TLU[��-HTPS`�WSHUUPUN�HUK�ZL_\HS�OLHS[O��OL�L_WSHPULK��HYL�WHY[�VM�[OPZ�
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evidence of real listening happening on either side of the debate.

She asked the audience to imagine what her life would be like without understanding procreation 
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How much do young people need to know?

The discussion opened with several panel members describing the way they learned about sexuality. 
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¸OVTVZL_\HSP[`�^HZ�PSSLNHS��KP]VYJL�^HZ�UV[�HSSV^LK��JVU[YHJLW[PVU�^HZ�NYLH[S`�YLZ[YPJ[LK��HIVY[PVU�
^HZ�PSSLNHS�HUK�TVZ[�IVVRZ�VU�ZL_�LK\JH[PVU�^LYL�IHUULK¹��4HU`�`V\UN�WLVWSL�HYV\UK�OPT�H[�[OH[�
[PTL�OHK�UV�PKLH�HIV\[�[OLPY�IVKPLZ�PU�HU`�MVYTHS�ZLUZL�¶�HZ�H�YLZ\S[��OL�ZHPK��[OLYL�^LYL�OPNO�YH[LZ�VM�
teen pregnancy.
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*H[OVSPJ�7HYLU[Z�PU�.LYTHU �̀�PM�OL�ZH^�HU`�WYVISLTZ�^P[O�*:,��3LOTHUU�ZHPK�OL�ZH^�UV�WYVISLTZ�
^P[O�[OL�KLÄUP[PVU�NP]LU�I`�[OL�<5��I\[�[OH[�PU�.LYTHU`�ZL_\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�ZVTL[PTLZ�^LU[�H�IP[�[VV�
MHY��+PZJ\ZZPUN�WSLHZ\YL�VY�THZ[\YIH[PVU�PU�[OL�JSHZZYVVT�^HZ�PUHWWYVWYPH[L��OL�ZHPK��/L�ILSPL]LZ�[OPZ�
form of education tends to undermine the rights of parents to decide what knowledge their children 
should have.
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KPќLYLU[�[HRL��/L�ZHPK�*:,�WYV]PKLZ�`V\UN�WLVWSL�^P[O�PUMVYTH[PVU�ZV�[OH[�[OL`�JHU�THRL�PUMVYTLK�
decisions about their sexuality.
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What message are we sending when we provide young people with condoms?

5V[�L]LY`VUL�HNYLLK�[OH[�WYV]PKPUN�`V\UN�WLVWSL�^P[O�HJJLZZ�[V�TVKLYU�JVU[YHJLW[PVU�TL[OVKZ�
PZ�HU�HJJLW[HISL�Z[LW��>PSZVU�:VZZPVU��:LJYL[HY`�.LULYHS�VM�[OL�2LU`H�5H[PVUHS�<UPVU�VM�;LHJOLYZ�
called into question a bill currently discussed in Kenyan parliament which he interprets as an attempt 
[V�KPZ[YPI\[L�JVUKVTZ�[V�JOPSKYLU��/L�ZHPK�OL�^HZ�PU�MH]VY�VM�ZL_\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�ILJH\ZL�[OL�UH[PVU�
OHK�ILLU�¸JYPWWSLK�I`�/0=�HUK�(0+:¹�I\[�[OH[�[OL�KPZ[YPI\[PVU�VM�JVUKVTZ�^HZ�UV[�HJJLW[HISL�
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NV�IHJR�[V�[OL�KYH^PUN�IVHYK��3L[»Z�KYH^�\W�H�WSHU�[OH[�KVLZU»[�VWLU�[OL�ÅVVK�NH[LZ�¹�:VZZPVU�ZHPK�
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wording on contraceptives.
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Some youth want more than biological information

>OLU�HZRLK�HIV\[�^OH[�OL�[OV\NO[�H�JVTWYLOLUZP]L�J\YYPJ\S\T�ZOV\SK�PUJS\KL��4PJOPLS�(UKL^LN�
warned that failing to provide young people with information did not mean they would not get it. It only 
TLHU[�[OL`�^V\SK�ÄUK�P[�LSZL^OLYL��¸;OL`�^PSS�SVVR�MVY�V[OLY�YLZV\YJLZ�¹�OL�ZHPK��¸;OL`�^PSS�[HSR�[V�[OLPY�
peers and search the internet. Porn is a source for a lot of young people to learn… this is not the right 
ZV\YJL�MVY�\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�OV^�YLSH[PVUZOPWZ�^VYR�¹

Andeweg also urged panel members to think about all the issues tied to sexual activity and identity. 
¸*:,�OHZ�[V�NV�IL`VUK�[OL�IPVSVNPJHS�HZWLJ[Z�VM�ZL_\HSP[ �̀�0[�T\Z[�IL�L]PKLUJL�IHZLK�HUK�IL�HIV\[�
NLUKLY�YLSH[PVUZOPWZ�PUJS\KPUN�KPќLYLU[�ZVY[Z�VM�NLUKLY�VYPLU[H[PVU�HUK�PKLU[P[PLZ�¹�OL�ZHPK��HKKPUN!��¸0[�
should also include knowledge about sexual rights and have a positive approach that builds the self-
LZ[LLT�VM�`V\UN�WLVWSL�¹


